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University
tackles ugly
history in
Slater Museum
renaming
By Albert
On Feb. 21, 2022 the
University of Puget
Sound’s Board of Trustees adopted the
Policy on the Reconsideration or Removal of Names on University Buildings &
University Spaces. The Policy is most
predominantly directed toward renaming
the Slater Museum of Natural History, a
step that students and faculty have pushed
for the past three years.
The Slater Museum of Natural History contains one of the largest specimen
collections in the Pacific Northwest and
serves to promote both environmental
research and student outreach. Started
in the 1930s, the collection officially
became the Puget Sound Museum by the
early ’40s. In 1979, a group of alumni
requested that the Museum be named
after then-retired biology professor James
Slater. Functioning under Slater’s name
for the past 50+ years, an initiative to
change the name developed in 2019.
James Slater, the primary Biology
professor at the College of Puget Sound
(and eventually University) from 1919
until 1951 contributed to the Museum’s
creation and collection. Throughout his
career on campus, Slater taught courses
on eugenics, examining the “laws of
heredity and racial progress.”
Most eugenics laws and teachings were
shuttered after World War Two. However, Slater continued to teach the course
until his retirement in 1951– significantly
longer than other colleges in Washington
State.

Grace Eberhardt
20’, a double major in
Biology and African American Studies first heard about
Slater’s eugenics teachings from a friend.
“And I was kind of uncomfortable about
that. I was like, ‘How come no one knows
about this?” Eberhardt started grant-funded research into the eugenics program at
Puget Sound during the Summer of 2019.
Eberhardt discovered a thesis published
in 1947, by one of Slater’s students,
which supported eugenic sterilization.
The student received high marks from
Slater, which Eberhardt said, “was an
indicator that Slater did agree with this
work.”
At the start of the Fall 2019 semester,
Eberhardt and a few faculty members
wrote to President Isiaah Crawford asking
that the name of the Slater Museum be
changed. “Eugenics has a really harmful
legacy of racism, xenophobia, sexism,
ableism especially, and I don’t think
having a name that reflects that is very
inclusive,
especially in a field, where so many of
these groups, marginalized groups, are
underrepresented in STEM,” Eberhardt
said.
Following Eberhardt’s request, Peter
Wimberger, a biology professor at the
University and the director of the Museum for 16 years, approached President
Crawford. “I said the university has no
policy for thinking about naming or renaming… And it might be worthwhile to
appoint a committee to think about values
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Slater Museum
and principles that would
mittee then waited until the
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govern renaming.”
Board met in February 2022
In January 2020, President
to pass a resolution. Now,
Crawford officially established a nama review committee will be appointed to
ing committee but did not mention the
analyze the name change at the end of the
Slater Museum. According to Eberhardt,
semester. If approved, the President will
it seemed that “he didn’t give any of us
submit a recommendation to the Board in
credit for putting out the requests to have
October 2022, potentially wrapping up a
this committee started. And he specificalthree-year process.
ly didn’t want any attention drawn to any
“I think the speed of this process has
specific buildings, which, honestly, would
been slower than it is at other places, at
have been the Slater Museum.”
least from my watching, renaming proAfter Eberhardt graduated in spring
posals and renaming happening in other
2020, she was invited to a committee
places,” Wimberger said. He now wants
meeting. The lack of progress frustrated
the focus to be on the museum’s proEberhardt: “There was concern about,
grams: “We have some docents right now
‘Oh, is it going to be confusing, if we
working on an exhibit that’s going to go
rename it? Isn’t it going to be too long of
up, regardless of whether or not the name
a name?’ Because we were thinking of
gets changed, on Slater and eugenics at
putting it to its original name, which was
UPS, and the history of eugenics courses
the Puget Sound Natural History Museat colleges and universities.”
um. And there was just a lot of concern
“Change is really hard… all these
that was more based on convenience
larger powers and systems in place make
than on the climate of the school and our
these types of changes really difficult,”
morals”
Eberhardt said. Even though she’s now an
Nearly a year later, in Fall 2021, Eberalumna, Eberhardt is optimistic about the
hardt was asked to send a formal letter
renaming process: “I think we’re making
to the Board of Trustees to change the
a lot of great progress though. It’s just
Museum’s name. The renaming comreally slow.”

Missing and Murdered Indigenous People: Raising Awareness
On May 2nd, the University hosted an event with Carolyn DeFord educating people on MMIW.
Continuing to facilitate events that bring attention to historically overlooked issues and crises is
of the utmost importance. The University, in hand with larger institutions, can no longer afford
to look past the harm done to Indigenous communities, nor the crisis of Missing and Murdered
Indigenous People.

-

Murder is the third-leading cause of death for American Indian/Alaska Native
women
- Native women face murder rates more than 10x times the national average
- 4 out of 5 of Native women experience some form of violence in their
lifetime
- Cases of lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans, queer, two-spirit (LGBTQ2S+) have
been undercounted
The National Crime Information Center reports that in 2016, “there were 5,712
reports of missing American Indian and Alaska Native women and girls, though
the US Department of Justice’s federal missing person database, NamUs, only
logged 116 cases.”
- More than 95% of the cases from the study were never covered by national
or international media

Educational Resources

A Participant in the Greater Than Fear Rally with a painted red hand representing all missing sisters whose voices are not heard and the
silence of the media and law enforcement regarding the movement
Photo Creditt: Lorie Shaull
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Entering the
endemic era

flu.
By Hannah Lee seasonal
The World Health OrganizaEndemic does not necessartion (WHO) declared COVID
ily mean the end of a disease,
a pandemic in March of 2020. Ever since,
and scientists state that COVID will nevwe’ve wondered when the world will go
er be eradicated. Instead, endemic catego“back to normal”. Though there is no true
rization means living with, and managing
return to normalcy, some semblance of
a disease through testing, treatments and
predictability could come with COVID’s
vaccinations. South Africa aimed to eradclassification as an endemic. In February
icate the mosquito-borne illness, Malaria,
2022, California was the first state to
through insecticides and preventative
adopt the endemic virus policy, and when
treatments. This has successfully reduced
Governor Inslee announced the end of
Malaria’s spread.
the indoor mask mandate on March 14th,
However, when communities do not
many believed Washington would soon
adhere to vaccination recommendations,
follow in California’s footsteps. While
more outbreaks can occur. In the US, MaCOVID is still a pandemic today, it will
laria remained endemic for 40 years after
only be a matter of years before it reaches
the introduction of the vaccine because
endemic status.
unvaccinated people fueled outbreaks.
The WHO defines a pandemic as “when
While malaria was declared eradicated
a disease’s growth is exponential.” The
in the US in 2000, in 2019, unvaccinated
Columbia Mailman School of Public
travelers infected thousands more.
Health further explains that “this means
One-third of the US population is still
the growth rate skyrockets, and each day
not vaccinated against COVID, and
cases grow more than the day prior.” An
life-saving treatments are not available to
Endemic is a disease outbreak “consisall. Marginalized communities often have
tently present but limited to a particular
limited access to healthcare, exacerbating
region. This makes the disease spread and
the devastating impact of both the panrates predictable.” Malaria is an examdemic and endemic diseases.
ple of an endemic, as outbreaks occur at
Pandemics can take years to settle– the
predictable rates and in specific regions
1918 flu pandemic took three. While
and countries.
the endemic phase of COVID will
Endemics are not without casualties.
look different from the past two years,
Respiratory diseases like the cold and flu
Omicron-like events could happen every
infect billions of people every year and
single year, disrupting our collective rekill hundreds of thousands globally. The
covery and continuing to put people and
CDC estimates that between 2010-2020,
communities at risk.
12-15,000 people in the U.S. died from
the flu every year. Lone Simonson, a director of the PandemiX Center at Roskilde University, told the New York Times
that in an endemic state COVID-19
would hold a similar fatality rate as the

To mask or not to mask
By Hannah Lee
The University became a mask optional
campus on April 5th, following in the
steps of many states. Sophomore Phoenix
Stoker-Graham mentioned feeling apprehensive when campus’ mask mandate
dropped. “We’ve seen multiple times in
our community and across the world that
when cases are low, we drop the mask
mandate, and so cases climb again, and
then we need to mask again,” Stoker-Graham said. After a spike in campus cases,
the mask mandate was re-implemented
for all indoor activities on April 16.
Olivia Perez, first-year, thought the
mandate dropping was funny. “I knew it
was going to happen. But I thought UPS
would’ve been smarter about it,” Perez
said. She felt scared because the removal of the mask mandate put vulnerable
people at risk. Abby Loboda, another
sophomore, said she was indifferent. “I
think that is partially due to the fact that
I am fairly desensitized to the severity of
Covid after living in this weird state of
life for so long,” Loboda said. Loboda
intends to continue masking but accepts
that she has no control over others. “I was
interested to see what the consequences
would be if any,” Loboda said.
When the mandate dropped, Loboda
saw mixed reactions from her peers. “I
saw some completely welcome the lack
of masks, which at times was uncomfortable for me, and then others advocated
for our classes to continuing masking out
of respect for everyone,” Loboda said.
Loboda was annoyed by the bullying
from both sides. “I feel like that is very
unnecessary and somewhat childish, but
I also understood the frustration which
was never towards me directly,” Loboda
said. Stoker-Graham was disappointed in
his peers who didn’t mask. “I understand
that they are completely within their right

to do so, but after all our experiences
with COVID, wearing a mask in public
settings just seems like it has far greater
benefits than downsides,” Stoker-Graham said. Perez mentioned that she
noticed a lot of students took to the university’s unofficial Missed Connections
page. “On social media and through my
peer circles, most people didn’t want it
removed and were confident they would
continue to wear masks,” Perez said.
Perez said many baseball players had
COVID, which she believed contributed
to its spread. She was also shocked at
the number of professors who didn’t
wear masks.
Perez, who lives with her grandparents,
started double masking and avoided
eating in the sub when the mandate
dropped. “I know people don’t usually
wear them in the sub anyways but with
it not being required that made me even
more worried about eating in a room
with a lot of other unmasked people,”
she said. Stoker-Graham shared her concerns. “I often made sure my mask was
more tightly-fitted than it was before the
mask-optional policy was implemented.
I shied away from crowds on campus
more than usual, and when I could, I
tried to sit close to people who were
wearing masks in my classes. Sitting
by an open window also helped relieve
some of my anxieties,” he said. Loboda
mentioned that she felt relieved to not
need to mask in buildings. “I wasn’t
afraid to take a drink of water or take a
couple of steps into a building before
putting on my mask,” she said.
All three did not think unmasking
would last. “From day one that they

Continued on Page 3...

Home in Tacoma: a
movement of and for the
dispossessed
In 2021, the Tacoma Dem- By Emma
ocratic Socialists of America
(DSA) adopted a Housing
Green New Deal campaign with the intent
of creating more equitable and environmentally conscious housing policies in
Tacoma. In early 2022, the Tacoma DSA
Housing Justice Committee (HJC) and
the Eco-Socialism Committee launched
the “Home In Tacoma For All” campaign
that outlines a renter’s bill of rights.
John Adams, the Tacoma DSA co-chair,
said that “if we want to achieve the goals
that we wanted to achieve with the original priority for our chapter, the housing
green new deal, then we needed to create
a campaign that would most effectively
engage the Home In Tacoma process.”
The Tacoma City Council approved
Phase one of the housing reform deal
called Home In Tacoma, on Dec. 7th,
2021. Phase one primarily constructed a
vision and laid the groundwork for more
just and sustainable housing policies.
Phase two, which is in progress and will
likely last through mid-2023, is expected
to bring extensive visible change.
The TCC initiated the second phase to
develop zoning and updated standards
and take steps towards affordability,
anti-displacement, and sustainability. In
an interview with The News Tribune in
December 2021, Elliott Barnett, senior
planner for the City of Tacoma said
2022 will be the time for community
engagement and preliminary strategizing
for phase two. The TCC aims to reflect
community feedback with the outcomes
of phase two.
The Home In Tacoma For All platform is putting pressure on the TCC to
accommodate certain demands in the
implementation of phase two. As a grassroots movement, the campaign hopes to
encourage housing policy transformations
through affordability, stability, tenant
rights, and sustainability.
When asked about the impacts of phase
one, David Galazin, chair of TDSA HJC,
said the city planning committee has
“delivered a zoning plan for a city that
reflects the city’s resolutions to meet its
growth targets and begin dismantling the
racist legacy of redlining.”
Adams said that looking forward, “We
want the city to establish a social housing developer, who will develop housing
that will meet the needs of many income
brackets, not just an elite few.” Adams
contends that this would change the very
nature of the housing market.

The TCC will face
extreme pressure from
landlords, developers, and
fossil fuel interests. A campaign priority
is combatting corporate forces impeding
equitable housing systems. “Starting with
passing the Home In Tacoma For All platform, our collective efforts are aimed at
restoring the united political power of the
working class and its allies in Tacoma,”
Zev Cook, co-chair of Serve The People
Tacoma, an organizer for the Tacoma
DSA, and current student at the University of Puget Sound said.
“Our fight is to build a movement that is
both of and for the dispossessed; for the
evicted. That speaks for those who don’t
stand to benefit from exclusionary zoning,
and skyrocketing housing prices, a cutrate transportation system, and encroaching gentrification, which is a modern-day
transformation of settler colonialism”
Galazin said.
The Tacoma DSA far surpassed their
goal of 500 signatures, with over 700
as of April 20th. “I’ve been out canvassing almost every week for the past
few months and the response from the
community has been overwhelmingly
positive,” Cook noted, “combining virtual
and pen and paper signatures, we’ve
already well exceeded our original goals.”
Galazin mentioned that “People have
been enthusiastic about signing the
petition. Even more telling is that we’re
meeting people and they want to do more
than sign. They want to get involved,”
Galazin elaborated, “It’s no mystery why.
Last year landlords in Tacoma hiked rents
by 22%. Wages aren’t going up like that.
So, families are being uprooted from their
homes, their schools and their communities.”
The Tacoma Tenants Union, The Lived
Experience Coalition, Serve The People
Tacoma and TDSA hosted The Home In
Tacoma For All Community Forum at
1:00 PM on April 23rd, at Evergreen College, Tacoma. The event featured guest
speakers from the LEC and State Senator
Yasmin Trudeau. “They have powerful
stories that will change your understanding of who is unhoused and how people
become unhoused,” Galazin said.
The Home In Tacoma For All commission will meet on May 4th to vote on
the recommendations they will present
to the City Council. After the vote, the
Home In Tacoma For All commission
will reformulate and “decide what we
need to do next to keep pushing.”

Loenicker
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Balancing Washington's
water use
By Reed Loer
variety of invested parties.
Aquatic habitats and water
Local tribes, the industries brought by the
resources are becoming increasingly
Port of Tacoma, and the people that live
important around the country as many
near, and use the sound all have different
states experience prolonged droughts
and sometimes conflicting beliefs over
with struggling ecosystems. Washington
what healthy means for the sound.
is no exception. Especially in the popuWhile precise goals may vary dependlation-dense, Western half of the state,
ing on different parties’ opinions, Puget
human water use directly competes with
Sound Info reports several areas that are
the health of aquatic habitats.
written in Washington state’s legislaIn Tacoma, residents see the Sound
ture, which are “measures of ecosystem
daily. The water may not look too bad,
health and progress towards Puget Sound
but looks can be deceiving. Puget Sound
recovery goals.” These areas are healthy
Info reports that many key features of
water quality, functioning habitat, thrivthe sound, such as freshwater and marine
ing species and food web, healthy human
water quality as well as orca and salmon
population and vibrant human quality of
populations are declining or stagnating.
life.
According to Peter Hodum, professor of
Another challenge confronting Puget
biology, the signs of an unhealthy sound
Sound’s remediation is the sheer popare multifaceted and often difficult to
ulation density of the area. According
understand. “One of the challenges is that
to Puget Sound Info, “Many common
it is so nuanced, you know, you can point
day-to-day household behaviors seem
to success stories but you can also point
benign on their own, but when multiplied
to examples of species and systems that
by 4.5 million residents, their cumulative
are really struggling,” Hodum said. He
effect can significantly harm environmenexplains that the complexity of natural
tal health.” Hodum gives the example
ecosystems makes remediation difficult.
of copper shed from brake pads in cars
“You would expect that a response to
which, once in the sound, affect salmon’s
human impacts would be correspondingly
ability to navigate back to the streams
complex,” Hodum said.
they were hatched in, an essential process
A further complication to developing
for the stability of salmon populations.
a response plan is the variation in what
Hodum stresses that a healthy Puget
is considered a healthy Puget Sound.
Sound must be able to accommodate the
According to Hodum, the period of time,
actions of humans. This understanding
or baseline, in the past when the sound
of ecological health goes against older
was considered healthy varies depending
models that emphasize preservation and
on the party involved. “Depending on
try to take humans out of the equation.
when you grounded yourself in a place is
According to Hodum, the preservation
going to influence what you consider to
logic is unsustainable. “It’s not going to
be normal,” Hodum said.
work in the long run,” he said. Hodum
The reality of shifting baselines for
elaborates that what the sound needs is,
what is considered healthy is especially
“a very inclusive process that is commitpertinent for Puget Sound because of the

Continued from Page 2...

To mask
or not to
mask
announced it, I was laughing at the irony
of it,” Perez said. Stoker-Graham felt it
was inevitable that the mandate would
be back. “As I said earlier, we’ve seen
time and time again that when mandates
get lifted, cases rise again,” Stoker-Graham said. Loboda mentioned that “I was
counting the days until we had an influx
of cases. I laughed when it happened
especially so quick.”
When the mask mandate was reinstated,
Stocker-Graham was unsurprised but
relieved. “I think keeping masks on until
the end of the semester was the right
move to begin with, so in my opinion, it’s
kind of silly that administration removed
the mandate at all,” Stoker-Graham said.
Perez said she and her friends shared similar sentiments. “I knew it would happen
and I don’t know how the school could’ve
possibly thought it wouldn’t need to come
back in place,” Perez said. Loboda found
the situation ironic and humorous. “It was
also interesting to see how such a small
article of clothing held such an impact
over people and their emotions,” Loboda
said.

An ecosystem that only appears to be healthy
Photo Credit: istockphoto.com

ted to equity, environmental justice, and
human wellbeing.”
Further inland in Washington, away
from the Puget Sound, water use is also
a complicated subject. According to
Wendy Welch, a hydrogeologist studying
groundwater from the U.S. Geological
Survey, balancing ecosystem health with
human consumption is a difficult line to
walk as climate change makes precipitation less predictable.
Especially at risk are streams, which
rely on groundwater to keep a healthy
flow rate when precipitation is not
enough. According to Welch, it is a constant balancing act between human use
of water and maintaining healthy flow
rates in streams. “The biggest challenge
for our state is trying to manage the
competing demands for freshwater while
meeting the instream flows for a healthy
stream ecosystem,” she said.
On the Eastern side of the Cascades, the
story is entirely different. While there’s
less of a population using groundwater,

the draw from agriculture is significant.
According to Welch, “In those areas,
there have been significant declines in
groundwater levels and in some regions,
there are also contamination concerns
from nitrates that come from fertilizer application and dairy operations.” Nitrates
in drinking water can lower the ability of
red blood cells to carry oxygen– an especially dangerous health issue for infants.
Welch expresses hope in the ability
of scientists and citizens to come to a
consensus on water use. However, there’s
a lot of work to be done to decide how
water gets divided, especially as water resources become more vulnerable. Welch
explained, “As our population grows,
agricultural irrigation increases to meet
demand, and the timing and amounts of
precipitation become more variable and
less predictable, we all need to treat our
freshwater as a precious resource”

Pushing FEPPS forward
after COVID
By Emma Loenicker

In 2011, Freedom Education Project
Puget Sound (FEPPS) was founded in
collaboration with the Washington Corrections Center For Women (WCCW) by
Tanya Erzen, professor of Religious Studies and Gender and Queer Studies, Stuart
Smithers, professor and chair of Religious
Studies, and Robin Jacobson, professor
and chair of Politics and Government.
The program originally offered Associate of Arts degrees, but, in 2019, the
board of trustees approved a Bachelor’s
degree program. The B.A. program is
funded, in part, by The Andrew W. Mellon Foundation.
FEPPS provides a rigorous liberal arts
education to women, transgender, and
non-binary people in the WCCW. When I
spoke with Professor Erzen, she said that
starting this program in partnership with
a women’s prison was important because
“historically there have always just been
fewer resources to prisons that are designated for women.”
“We worked for many years with the
administration at Puget Sound to talk
about why this is valuable for people in
the prison, and also for undergraduates,”
said Erzen. This transformative program involves student engagement, with
classes like Professor Erzen’s experiential
learning course Religion 307: Prisons,
Gender, and Education, providing a
platform of connection between students
in the WCCW and students on campus.
Erzen said, “It builds a sense of comradery, of relationship, of mutual endeavor,

of we’re all in this together.”
“Now the students in the B.A. program
are accepted as Puget Sound students,
they just don’t live on campus, they live
in the prison, but it is an extension campus,” Erzen said. A priority of FEPPS is
to “create the idea of a campus, so it’s not
just classes. Its study halls, a lecture series, an honors society, research classes,
computer labs, and we had a film series
at one point,” Erzen said.
Nola Thury, fourth-year and a fellow
working in the FEPPS program focuses
on strengthening the connection between
the University’s main campus and, what
she calls the “satellite campus” at the
WCCW. She wrote newsletters, brought
in campus publications, and made
campus tour videos to give the FEPPS
students a feel for the campus, because
“the students really liked that kind of
interaction.”
The FEPPS model emphasizes the
importance of creativity and initiative
through the independent exploration
afforded by a liberal arts education.
Education programs in prisons are often
designed to be restrictive, but Erzen
hopes that FEPPS will give students the
“opportunity to get an education and to
have it be a choice of what they want
to study.” Thury believes the classroom
environment should be a place of “taking
ownership of your life, taking your life
into your own hands, and putting in the
work into something bigger that contributes to your self-image and self-worth.”

Thury elaborated that “the students in
the program are not monolithic. They
all come to this education from a lot of
different perspectives and backgrounds,
and interests, so for some people, the
classroom is their place where they get
to exercise autonomy and better themselves.”
“Identity by the prison often becomes
defined as an offender or inmate, so it
gets to the point of how do you see yourself,” Erzen said. The faculty teaching in
the prison tries to help the students build
a holistic sense of identity.
At the beginning of the spring semester in January, the WCCW experienced
its first massive COVID Outbreak. In
response, the prison initiated a cohort system to minimize the spread of covid. The
cohorts were separated by custody levels
which meant people living in different
parts of the prison were not allowed in
the same classroom. The new system
diminished the number of people able
to participate in the program. The A.A.
program, which generally taught 80-100
students, now has roughly 40 participants.
“It was a pretty devastating time for a lot
of the students, but we are picking back
up classes over the summer,” said Thury.
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Sitting down with seniors:
institutional wisdom and musings on graduation

Addressing Tacoma's

By Nola Thury

"toponymic abominations"
A name can tell a story, make
By Nola
a claim, and reflect a relationship. Beyond that, the way we
refer to a place dictates the people and
experiences welcomed into its space.
For centuries, people in the United States
have contested the naming of places,
from cities to streams to national parks.
Renaming and restoring Indigenous place
names involves a recalibration of how we
think about history as well as the future.
Locally, movements to remove the inappropriate names of “Mount Rainier” and
“Pierce County” are gaining traction.
Professor of North American History,
Doug Sackman, described the history and
motives behind the mountain’s name. In
the late 1700s, the British explorer George
Vancouver sailed around what is now
referred to as the “Puget Sound,” named
for his Lieutenant, Peter Puget. According
to Sackman, Vancouver was searching for
a passage through the continent. He went
around naming anything he wanted after
his friends– in 1792 he named “Mount
Rainier” after another friend of his, Peter
Rainier, an admiral in the British Navy
who fought against the United States in
the Revolutionary War. Sackman said, “So
he’s kind of a Johnny Appleseed of nomenclature around here, bestowing imperial names. And he’s literally networking
when he chooses a name. ‘Big mountain,
gonna name it after my well-positioned
friend.’”
Sackman said of the naming, “It exposes
a deeper arrogance really. Vancouver is
lost, basically. He’s looking for something, he talks to the Puyallup people.
They tell him he’s not gonna find what
he’s looking for, which is a water route
across North America, the Northwest
passage. And then he decides that he gets
to name everything around.”
The Puyallup Tribe has always contested
Vancouver’s naming of the mountain and
recently renewed discussions on formally
recommending an alternative name, according to KIRO7 News. Members of the
Tribe told The Trail that they are waiting
until the Council’s internal process concludes to comment on the issue.
To the Puyallup peoples, the mountain
is called təqʷuʔməʔ (pronounced “Taquoma.”). Brandon Reynon, the historic
preservation officer for the Puyallup Tribe,
told KIRO7 News that the Twulshootseed name for the mountain translates as
‘mother of all waters’. Sackman thinks
this name “reflects something ecologically
and socially real about the mountain. The
name in that sense reflects a relationship,
rather than something more vsuperficial.”
To Sackman, restoring vthe name of the
mountain is “highly, highly overdue.
Naming it after Peter Rainier is a toponymic abomination in my opinion.”
Another local effort is underway to
rename “Pierce County.” The name of the
14th president of the US, Franklin Pierce,
is found all around Tacoma. Sackman
described Franklin Pierce as “basically an
anti-abolition president.” During his Presidency from 1853 to 1857, Pierce “enforces the fugitive slave law, which makes all
parts of the United States a terror to live
in if you are African American” Sack-

man said. Sackman
affirms that “Pierce as
a president is largely
forgotten. But he stands on the side
of white supremacy as the national
policy in this country.”
One advocate for renaming Pierce
County runs a Twitter account
called @TahomaCountyNow. “
A county name pays tribute to
its namesake - the person, place,
or thing it’s named after. Pierce
County is named after — and honoring — a president who supported
retaining the institution of slavery,”
they said. The user proposes “Tahoma” (one anglicized version of
təqʷuʔməʔ) as an alternative county
name.
“Tahoma County, to me, would
signify respect for Salish peoples,
the natural environment, and all
the people who live here. It could
change the self-image of the county
from one that accepts what it can
get to one that demands progress environmentally, socially, culturally,
and economically,” they said.
Washington State set a precedent
for this in 2005 when they reattributed King County’s name from
Rufus King, Pierce’s slave-owning
Vice President, to the more befitting
Martin Luther King Jr. The name
change brought to Sackman’s mind
Dr. King’s quote “the arc of the
moral universe is long, but it bends
toward justice.” Sackman pontificated that the name change might
signify this “bending of the arc of
the moral universe” that Dr. King
imagined. Sackman said, “I think if
we want to update our history and a
sense of who we are and where we
might be going, take the lead from
what they did in King county.”
To @TacomaCountyNow, renaming Pierce County might trigger further changes in our community. “It
might also restart a serious effort to
restore the name of Mount Rainier
to Tahoma or another historic native
name. But renaming a county is
easier than renaming a mountain.”
Doug Sackman said “Naming can
reflect values. It can exert a kind
of power.” Renaming and restoring Indigenous place names on its
own won’t make a place
more inclusive, however,
some see it as a step in the
right direction. Restoring
the name of təqʷuʔməʔ
doesn’t atone for the fact
that “Mount Ranier National Park” is on stolen
land. But perhaps, if Tahoma can reckon with the
history of slavery and the
genocide of Native Americans through names, it can
better address the legacies
of these histories for current residents.

Thury
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As the last class of students who had
a full year of college pre-pandemic, the
class of 2022 has a unique perspective
on our institution. Sent home halfway
through sophomore year, current seniors
saw friendships break down and new
kinds of relationships emerge.
I asked a few seniors how the onset of
the pandemic impacted their social lives.
Leona DeRango said, “I was pretty
pissed because COVID got in the way
of the person that I was seeing.” Leona
pointed out, “I could have been married
and had a child if it wasn’t for Covid.”
However, the break facilitated some
positive changes as well. “I didn’t feel like
I had a community on campus before the
pandemic. And then afterward, having to
be holed up all the time, I quickly learned
who my real friends were and who I
wanted to spend time with and devote energy to. And now I feel like I have closer
friends because of COVID,” Leona said.
Willa Bartholomay said that the timing
of going home sophomore year “was sort
of a blessing for me. I’m fortunate to
have a pretty good relationship with my
parents, so home was nice. I had a lot of
time to just recover from the over stimulating-ness of college and the chaoticness
of social stuff. So in a way, that singular
part of COVID at that moment was sort of
relieving.”
Many seniors wonder what their college
experience would have been like had the
last two years been different. “I think
part of me is really sad that I’m leaving because these friendships have just
started. And I have this idea that those
friendships would’ve been created a year
ago, if COVID hadn’t happened and I

Addie Tinkham
Photo Credit: Nola Thury / The Trail

would’ve had more time, But at the same
time, I don’t think I can say that for sure.
And I think COVID allowed me to have a
lot of introspection and allowed for a lot
of people to have time to introspect and
figure out what they needed in friendship
or what they needed within themselves, or
are still figuring that out. Obviously, we’re
always learning, but I think that that’s
attracted me to a lot of new people this
year,” Willa said.
“So I definitely feel like part of me has
this feeling of being robbed of a year
and a half of school and going through a
lot of really hard stuff and wishing that
I could have had, you know, more time
here that was enjoyable. And then another
part of me is like, well, obviously we’re
here.” They say “So it’s a give and take of
not knowing if I would’ve been here no
matter what, or, or if COVID like pushed
me here.”
At the end of sophomore year, many
students returned to Tacoma. Willa said,
“the biggest challenges were trying to
make college happen with a tiny little
group.” Pressure to make the experience
the same led to feelings of overstimulation
and numbness.
In terms of positive changes, Willa said
“I’m looking far less for affirmation from
anybody else, which is something I was
looking for all the time before COVID at
school. I was always wanting to be seen,
and that might just be a senior and freshman difference.”
I asked Willa how they feel about
graduating, they said “I’m recognizing
the uniqueness of this place and, just that
there are people I will not see and that
I’ve done a lot of growth and learning
here and it’s been really
hard and it’s been really
good.”
When asked what they
will miss about college,
Addie Tinkham said,
“I’m going to miss the
people that I know that
I would’ve liked if I
interacted with more, or
I know that I would’ve
loved if I interacted with
more.” They will also
miss “biking down the
empty Tacoma streets in
the middle of the night.”

Photo Credit: Andrew Benoit / The Trail
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The Trail is an independent, student-run organization funded by ASUPS. The Trail seeks to
produce a credible weekly newspaper that serves as a comprehensive source of information
relevant to its readership. The Trail acts as an archival record for the university, serves as a
link between University of Puget Sound and the greater Tacoma community and provides an
open forum for student opinion and discourse.
Visit trail.pugetsound.edu for the full mission statement
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If you’ve had the opportunity to venture off-campus, you know that Tacoma is full of vibrant, nuanced, and moving art. Every turn
in downtown Tacoma provides potential sightings of eye-catching art. Spaceworks Tacoma works with local artists; one of their
projects includes connecting artists to their Rapid Mural Response Program. Artists are commissioned to create temporary murals
with the purpose of reducing crime and unwanted graffiti, supporting local businesses and displaying messages of civic hope. The
following links direct you to a guided audio tour by the artists of murals throughout downtown Tacoma. Below are several of the
captivating pieces you might stumble upon if you wander beyond 6th ave.

Jessilyn Brinkerhoff and Esteban Camacho Steffensen dynamic mural celebrating Native history located at the back side of 7 Seas Brewery marks the start of Tacoma's downtown mural walk.
Photo Credit: Audrey Davis / The Trail

Photo Credit: Nola Thury / The Trail

Photo Credit: Nola Thury / The Trail

Photo Credit: Nola Thury / The Trail

Photo Credit: Nola Thury / The Trail
Photo Credit: Nola Thury / The Trail

Tacoma-Pierce county public art tour

Tacoma downtown mural walk
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OPINIONS/FEATURE

Opinions contained herein do not necessarily reflect the views of The Trail staff, ASUPS, the University or its Board of Trustees. Articles and letters in the Opinions
section are printed at the discretion of the Trail editorial staff. The Trail reserves the right to refuse any letters submitted for publication. Letters to the editor will not
be edited for grammar, spelling, or content, except in the case of material that is considered offensive, as determined by the Trail style guide. All letters to the Editor
must be signed and must have an email address or phone number. Letters for publication the folowing Friday are due no later than Monday at noon and may be sent
to: The Puget Sound Trail, 1095 Wheelock Student Center, Tacoma, WA 98416 or trail@pugetsound.edu.

This isn't D.C.

Dear Editor,
I feel that you and members of this campus should be aware of ASUPS’ refusal to
pay student leaders for their hard work. I
am the Senior Senator and also the Senate
Chair of the ASUPS Senate. As Chair, I
run the Senate. In addition to Senate, I
work as the Art Director for The Trail and
do both without getting paid. I am writing
this letter to show that my voice will still
be heard even if ASUPS will not pay me
for my work.
My time in the Senate has taught me one
thing, I HATE politics. Even worse, is
when people pretend (or act like) ASUPS
is the U.S Government. Currently, our
ASUPS Constitution (yes, we really do
have one) says that people in ASUPS can
not “serve” in more than two branches at
once. Technically, The Trail is part of the
Executive branch and the Senate is part of
the Legislative branch. This one sentence
in our Constitution is why the Executive branch refuses to pay me for my
work as Art and Layout Director for The
Trail (a typically paid position). While I
understand why this restriction to work
across branches may apply to an editor,
it confuses me why this same restriction
applies to an Art and Layout Director – especially considering that a member of the
Executive branch is allowed to get paid
for a Director position and have a KUPS
radio show.
When I pushed back against this explanation, I was told I can’t get paid because
the Executive branch is too uncomfortable
interpreting this clause in a way that puts
accessibility at the forefront. My question
is, what’s the point of this job if you don’t
feel uncomfortable? If you are not uncomfortable in this job, you aren’t changing
anything.
It is worth noting that I am currently
serving in both positions—a direct violation of their constitutional interpretation
of the clause. This ultimately highlights

that the fundamental issue is about
payment. In other words, the Executive
Branch is comfortable with me doing this
work, as long as I go uncontracted(unpaid). The irony lies in the fact that since
I am uncontracted, I am free to write this
letter to the editor.
ASUPS can’t be approachable if everything is political theatre. We need to push
ourselves beyond just mirroring an established government and try to grow into
an organization people want to join. This
growth starts with rethinking our priorities. Our concern should not be following
bureaucratic rules simply for the sake of
adhering to red tape when there are far
more important issues to address on this
campus.
Listening to student voices tells us that
our first priority must be accessibility and
inclusion. Students should not feel limited in the work they can provide to this
university, rather they should experience
support from its student government– as
students, we have the opportunity to
actually uplift each other in areas where
the administration has traditionally failed
us. No one is under any impression that
we can change the big structural issues
this university has in one year, but we
can make sure supporting and uplifting
our peers is the main mission. This goal
needs to be at the forefront of whatever
decisions are being made. If the decision
or action isn’t putting the well-being of
our peers above all, then it needs to be
re-evaluated. The current interpretation of
our constitution does not put students first.
We have to keep pushing ourselves and
continue working to be better. I realize
this is a big challenge and not something
every person could take on, so I admire
everyone on the executive team’s ability
to step up to the plate. Actions will always
speak louder than words, so don’t just say
it, show it.
Sincerely, Grace Stensland

Student Voices: Give Bee Stings a
Second Chance
From Khysa Gustafson

At a young age, I decided I would take
up German because what better language
to learn when you’re a weird nerd with no
friends. Plus, my mom wanted me to take
Spanish, so taking German came with the
bonus of rebellion. I like to tell people
that I learned this language of love to pick
up women, but I’ll admit that I haven’t
successfully seduced anyone yet. Which is
odd, because I can’t think what would be
more attractive than a hearty, throatal ‘r’?
As a gluttonous individual, I wanted to
use the designated student propaganda
column to talk about one of my favorite
ways to engage in cultural learning: food.
Allow me to introduce you to two of my
greatest Tacoma area food recommendations. Housed within the same Lakewood
building, Hess Bakery and Cafe Lalague
German Pastry Shop are worth the trek.
Hess is an excellent place to find all
of your favorite German supermarket
items and the best pretzels that I have had
outside of Germany itself. Cafe Lalague
is the perfect spot to stop for a cup of
coffee and a slice of cake. It feels a bit
like your traditional American deli with
soups, sandwiches, and your assortment
of cheery walking fossils–albeit ones that
are hollering German pleasantries at one
another. Cut-glass lamps intermingle with
fluorescents, and brown seems to be the
main decorative motif.
If you sit long enough and order a notable enough quantity of cakes, someone
will begin lamenting how their order pales
in comparison to yours–others will simply
nod approvingly at your selection. Should

you choose to risk further engagement,
you will be regaled with their entire
life story. I met a family that drives all
the way from Vancouver, B.C. to come
and get a “taste of the old country.” At
11:45, we are all deemed awake enough
by some cafe authority to begin playing
various German hits from what must be
the 70s or earlier. This is an ideal time to
begin contemplating the watercolors and
murals of various German locales as you
suck down your feast.
As for what to order, the Bienenstich
or Bee Sting cake is a must-have. A long
time ago, a group of bakers fought off
some raiders by chucking beehives at
them and to celebrate they invented one
of the tastiest cakes to ever grace my
goddamn tongue. Two slices of cake
hold a buttery, egg custard that has been
whipped to the consistency of a cumulus
cloud. The top layer is covered in a decadent almond crust that is slathered in a
crystalized honey which contrasts pleasantly with the delicate custard. The cake
is then cut into a square which resembles
the slice of the honeycomb that it takes
its name from.
That being said, there’s no wrong order,
and I strongly encourage experimentation in all parts of life. Every one of
the shop’s cakes has a uniquely fluffy
whipped cream frosting, and–if you’re
more of a pastry fan–tarts, danishes,
éclaires, and puffs abound. Buy enough
sweets and maybe some nice old lady
will teach you her favorite German pickup line.

The Mystery of Pho Corner

On the corner of S
bones, which he uses to
By Luke Ahearn
11th St. and M.L.K
make his pho broth, out on
Jr. Way, there are three dining
the street for a pack of dogs– more regular
establishments that specialize in
customers. He doesn’t see the other two
Vietnamese cuisine, namely the
restaurants as a threat or even competition
famous south-east Asian broth nooat all: “No competition man. It’s just they
dles called pho. Pho Bac Cafe, Pho
have their customers, and I have mine.
King, and Le Le Restaurant offer
People go back to the places they like”.
different takes on the Vietnamese
Pho King is most similar to Pho Bac
Cafe, of its Vietnamese neighbors. Owner Lily Do moved to
Hilltop, from Seattle in 2010,
looking to serve a smaller community. “When we moved here,
we didn’t know anything about
this neighborhood.” Like Sunny,
she’s built a strong connection to
the community based on quality
food and customer retention.
The most glaring difference
between the two is Lily’s diverse
Pho Bac Cafe
menu.
Lily
explains the difference
dining experience Photo Credit: Luke Ahearn / The Trail
between her menu and Le Le Restaurant,
but being so close
the third Vietnamese restaurant in the
to one another is a strange phenomarea: “We serve all types of Vietnamese
enon.
food, and even if it’s the same item as
Originally introduced to Pho
theirs, we come from different parts of
Bac Cafe through a local Tacoma
Vietnam so the taste is different.” Her five
friend, its consistent delivery of
to six-employee operation produces an
quality pho and friendly service
experience unique from Pho Bac Cafe,
make it a personal favorite of mine
with a variety of menu options, but the
in Tacoma. As I frequented its
two share a passion for connecting to the
location in Hilltop, I couldn’t help
community. Lily also doesn’t feel like
but notice its neighbors around the
there’s any competition between Pho King
corner boasting much larger pho
and Pho Bac, leaving
signs, althe mystery of Pho
most as if in
corner unsolved.
competition
The final destiwith my fanation, two buildvorite place.
ings down, Le Le
I thought it
Restaurant, specialwas strange
izes in Asian-Fusion
that there’d
cuisine. Its signs
be three
advertise for warm
Pho-specific
Pho, the third choice
restaurants
within a 100-yard
in such close
radius. Le Le serves
proximity
an even wider array
to each
of dishes than their
other, but
neighbors Pho Kingthoroughly
the nature of Asian
pleased
Pho King
Fusion being a conglomerate
with my experience at Photo Credit: Luke Ahearn / The Trail
of different cultural cuisines.
Pho Bac, neither of its
The restaurant is more family-oriented
competitors tempted me. That was,
with large dining tables, lots of open
until one evening I arrived late–
space and amenities like a fish tank near
7:03 pm and Pho Bac had closed.
the cashier’s desk. According to Sunny,
I decided to try Pho King and was
in a similar manner to Pho King, the two
puzzled once again by the restaurestaurants serve different customer bases
rants’ neighboring spaces.
and have never really interacted much.
Owner of Pho Bac Cafe, Sunny
The corner is home to some of the best
Chu, situated on the corner since
Vietnamese food in Tacoma, and making
his parents opened the location in
the rounds to all three restaurants is a
1983 (despite the sign on the front
worthy endeavor. The underlying quesof the building proclaiming 1986),
tion of their placement however remains
and ever since Pho Bac Cafe has
served the community a simple
bowl of pho without worrying
about those around him. With just
three employees and little more
than a single menu item, he claims
Pho Bac is all about the simplicity
of food: “I’ve been in the food industry and I think if you just make
it good, focus on the food, that’s all
that matters. People will come back
to you based on the taste, nothing
else really.”
Sunny’s restaurant has been there
Le Le MLK Restaurant
Photo Credit: Luke Ahearn / The Trail
the longest and each time I dine
there, a number of regular customa mystery. Each store owner claimed the
ers have been present. He has a
nature of their competition is practically
personal connection to his cusnonexistent, and from my brief time in
tomers and the community. After
each establishment, the customer demoyou dine at his restaurant, he will
graphics appear distinct. S 11th St. and
remember your order, so the next
M.L.K Jr. Way is a corner all about simple
time you step through the door, he
pho for the community.
knows what you’re going to order,
and gets to work. On certain days
of the week, he leaves the larger
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The Happy Trail is The Trail's weekly sex column that seeks to inform the community on issues related to sexuality and gender by addressing these topics in an education-based way. Our mission is to make the campus a safer place by normalizing and demystifying topics like safe sex practices, sexualities, kinks and polyamory, while
shedding light on topics like trans rights, sexual and domestic violence, gender inequalities and intersectionality. Happy Trail correspondents are not medical professionals; if you have a medical concern contact CHWS or a local clinic. Otherwise, direct you sexuality and gender questions to vagray@pugetsound.edu. Response to
Happy Trail articles in the form of a letter to the editor sent to trail@pugetsound.edu.

Surviving Long Distance Relationships
By Anna Sweetland
Happy end of the spring semester!
With UPS students leaving Tacoma
this summer for jobs, vacation and new
living situations some are saying goodbye to their partners. As someone who
would prefer to spend every second
with my partner, I empathize with the
anxiety, stress, and sadness this may be
causing. I wanted to share a few tips
that can hopefully make this period of
time less difficult.
1) Schedule phone or video calls
There’s nothing sexier than punctuality!
Especially if there are time differences
involved, it’s important to find those
overlapping free spots in one another’s
day where you can catch up. The vagueness of “we’ll talk tomorrow” makes
it way too easy to not follow through.
While movies and books perpetuate this
idea that love is only beautiful if spontaneous, I wholeheartedly disagree with
that. Knowing your partner intentionally
dedicated time from their day to you and
only you is incredibly affectionate.
2) Sexting Sexting Sexting
Don’t be afraid to send a cheeky little
text. I’d say if you’ve never done phone
sex before, definitely start with texts or
Snapchats and then transition to phone
and video calls when you get more confident. It can be intimidating having only
your words to arouse your partner, but I
promise once you get it down it’s such
an ego boost. For those struggling with
how to initiate a sexual conversation, you
could take either the direct approach of
saying “I’m horny,” “Let’s sext,” “Send

me a dick pic” or more of a
you do go this route, definitely
Elderly couple write to each other
Photo Credit: pexels.com
transition text like “You were
make them split the travel costs
in my dream last night” or “I
with you!
miss being able to touch you.” Just make
4) Recognize you don’t need to talk
sure you get your partner’s permission
every day
before sending any nudes.
Don’t feel like you need to compensate
3) Visit one another if you can
for the distance by communicating 24/7.
I know visiting your long-distance partner
Sometimes waiting a day or two between
isn’t an accessible option for everyone; for
phone calls can give you both more to talk
instance, a road trip to California is much
about! Not to mention, you still want to
simpler than an international flight to Germake sure that both of you can be present
many. However, for those who have some
in your lives separate from one another.
time available and some money set aside,
This is also important to remember so you
even one trip to see your partner can make
aren’t too hard on yourself if something
a really big difference! It gives both of
comes up and you can’t make it to your
you something to look forward to and
scheduled phone call.
makes that time apart a little bit shorter. If
5) Discuss what your long-distance rela-

tionship will look like
As always, my most important suggestion is communication. Before you move
apart, discuss what you both need from
the other person in order to make your
relationship work despite the distance. It
could be some of the things mentioned
above; for example, if one person values
sex to feel close to the other, then talk
about what kind of phone sex you’d both
find most pleasurable. If one person values romantic gestures, then the other can
send surprises in the mail. Don’t just assume that because you’ve been together
for some time that you’ll both know how
to transition to long distance. Be honest
about your expectations, requirements
and your worries. Don’t leave anything
left unsaid.
I hope these tips at least serve as a
jumping-off point. I am supposed to
study abroad next semester in Amsterdam, so I personally have been thinking a
lot about what long-distance will look like
for me and my partner. To be honest, I’m
terrified. I get really sad thinking about
what it will look like even though it’s still
four months away. I am definitely going to
keep these suggestions in mind and have
numerous conversations with my partner
leading up to my departure. I wish each
and every one of you in long-distance
relationships the best of luck, and if you
want to start a support group chat, hit me
up.

Sexy
snafus
continue
By Anna Sweetland

Photo Credit: pexels.com

In my last sex horror story article, I encouraged readers to find sexiness
in their snafus. Did you take my advice?
If you haven’t, that’s alright. Truthfully,
I haven’t either. Somehow, I managed to
develop genital psoriasis, and as a result,
I haven’t felt sexy in months. From this
experience I’ve realized how closely tied
my sex appeal is to my happiness; I love
sex, but I can’t desire or enjoy sex if I
don’t feel sexy.
If anyone else is feeling similarly, I
think to reclaim our sexiness we need to
acknowledge the normalcy in whatever
is making us feel undesirable. For me, I
need to recognize that I am not the first to
contract a rash on my cooch, and I will not
be the last. For someone feeling insecure
about their sexual inexperience, it’s recognizing that regardless of our level of sex
education or sexual experience, we all will
make mistakes during sex. Sex is incredibly unpredictable, and to prove this to
you, I will share a few more University of
Puget Sound students’ sex horror stories!

An anonymous junior submitted, “One time in high school I went to a
movie with my new bf of like a month, the
theater was nearly empty so we went to the
back to make out. We brought a blanket
and he fingered me under it (which was
bad and low-key hurt) and after like 4 min
I just asked him to stop lol. He then got
so offended he left! And I had to call my
dad to pick me up. The cherry on top was
apparently, right before he fingered me, he
ate cotton candy, and I got the worst yeast
infection of my life. I dumped him that
next day during passing time in school.”
As someone who has had numerous yeast
infections all from my own negligence, if
I had to go through all of that anguish just
because some little teenage twerp had the
nerve to put his sticky cotton candy-coated
fingers in my vagina…I would absolutely
wreak havoc on him. I hope your public
breakup rocked his world.
Next, we have another anonymous junior’s submission: “When I was hooking
up with one sugar daddy in Seattle I was
like standing on his balcony taking in the

view, loving it, eating it up and then he
came from behind me and put his tongue
in my ear and it felt like he was trying
to lick the ear wax out of my ear. I was
simultaneously self-conscious of my ear
wax and also deeply disturbed to hear
at 20x volume the sound of him licking
at my ear, and it felt like the fattest Wet
Willy that I was supposed to enjoy or
something - still haunts me.” The audacity
of this man to disrupt your calm, reflective
one-on-one experience with nature with
tongue-to-ear canal penetration is criminal.
One anonymous senior compiled a
list for us of the worst movies they’ve
watched during sex: “Alien, The Greatest Showman, Jumanji 2, The Shining,
Monuments Men, the Imitation Game,
and Oh Brother Where Art Though.”
To add to your list, I watched a climate
change documentary during sex and that
really dampened the mood; giving head
while David Attenborough says his sweet
environmentalist nothings to you is in fact
distracting.
So many good stories were sent in but

I’ll end this edition with an anonymous
junior’s submission: “The first time I ever
had penetrative sex it lasted like an hour
and a half and we were both confused
why the hell it was taking so long so we
migrated to the shower and when I went to
give him head, I felt my mouth go a little
numb and it turns out we were using a
numbing condom.” This led me to google
what the purpose of numbing condoms is
and apparently numbing condoms are also
referred to as “delay condoms” which are
lined with a lubricant containing a local
anesthetic that slightly numbs the penis
to reduce overstimulation. So allegedly,
if you use a delay condom your sex could
last longer. Just maybe avoid getting the
lube in your mouth, unless you wanna do
some dentist-patient roleplay!
As you can see, sex isn’t always sexy.
Sometimes you walk away with an infection, a wet ear, or a loss of feeling in your
lips. So how sexy we feel isn’t dependent
upon the sex that we’re having. Let’s both
try and remember this when we’re feeling
down and go forward and have an incredibly sexy finals week.
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Unearthing Positionality: student-led event
educates faculty and staff
By Kate Patterson

On April 8, five students from Dr. Photo Credit: Anna Mondschean fourth-year Kahli Kyee.
Students from AFAM 399
Brackett’s African American Studies
At the event, Dr. David
399: Public Scholarship class hosted an
Leonard, professor in Washington State
event teaching Puget Sound faculty and
University’s School of Languages, Culstaff about positionalities and asking them
tures, and Race, spoke about his article,
to reflect on their own. “Every year, this
“My Life in the Classroom, Where Race
course holds a workshop about an aspect
Always Matters.” Leonard described his
of identity. This year, my classmates and I
journey in working towards allyship. He
chose ‘positionality’ as we feel it is of the
distinguished between giving oneself
utmost importance in recognizing how the
the title of ally and actual allyship as a
cumulation of our own identities influence
series of actions. “So much of the work
the ways people see us, how we see ourshould never be seen and will never be
selves, and the ways we treat each other,”
seen,” he said. Our duty is to learn, but
Kahli Kyee said. They titled the workshop
never assume that we fully understand.
“Unearthing Positionality: Unpacking and
One of the pedagogical tools the
Processing how our Identities Influence
students utilized was the ‘power flower.’
the Ways We Show Up on Campus.”
Each petal of the power flower listed
With support from Dr. Brackett, the
a characteristic, for example race, relifollowing students organized the workgion, gender, educational debt, ability,
shop: fourth-year Jordan Calhoun, fourth
and sexual orientation. Faculty and staff
year Kalina Cordero, third-year Amanda
reflected on whether they were in a
Ferguson, third-year CJ Geathers, and
dominant or marginalized group for each

category. After reflection,
they colored the petal with
a corresponding color,
either purple or yellow.
“In order to recognize the
way you enter a space
or communicate with
another person, you have
to unearth the parts of your
identity that are normalized or taken for granted,”
Calhoun said.
One often overlooked example of a positionality is
citizenship. Someone who
has been a United States
citizen all their life might
overlook the struggles and
insecurities that come with
being undocumented.
Near the end of the
event, students distributed
cards from Puget Sound
community members
featuring relevant stories
of times positionality impacted them.
Many of these stories were in the form of
harmful remarks students heard around
campus. Several of the students also
verbally shared how their positionality
impacts them. “Many of these stories
showed how our identities were degraded, stereotyped, or dismissed,” Calhoun
said. Kyee shared one particularly awful
experience when a teacher told her, “you
write like a schizophrenic, like you actually write like you have schizophrenia.”
She reflected on this grossly inappropriate
comment, saying, “This is a comment that
returns to me every time I start and finish
a piece of writing. There is a lingering
self-doubt in the back of my mind that has
never left me.”
Kyee also spoke more generally about
the power of our words: “Although we
feel like the people we see, teach, and

Earth day event: a climate summit and
By Kate Patterson
day of action

On April 22, Puget Sound’s sustainability team put on several events to help
students get involved in climate action
and celebrate Earth Day. The sustainability team includes two student employees,
Sustainability Project Manager Kaylynn
O’Curran, a third-year, and Lily Poe,
Sustainability assistant and second-year.
They work closely with Lexi Brewer, the
sustainability director at The University.
We, as a university and as a globe, are
deep in the midst of a climate crisis, and
addressing it is of the utmost importance,
especially as young people.
According to a temperature analysis
by NASA’s Goddard Institute for Space
Studies, the planet has warmed by at least
1.1 degrees Celsius since 1880, with the
majority of warming happening since
1975. Already, we are seeing the disastrous effects, from fires to droughts to
other extreme weather events. Though the
issue is undoubtedly overwhelming, we
are not alone in our worries, and there are
opportunities to work together and help
combat climate change.
Focusing on Puget Sound, one of the
earth day events was an online climate
summit. “It’s very common that UPS students feel as though they’re in a bubble,
you know? We very much stay on campus,” O’Curran said. The summit offered
students a way to get out of this ‘bubble’
and connect with groups around Tacoma.
“We planned an entire virtual earth day
summit around it, where we had 16 differ-

ent organizations come with a variety of
different environmental backgrounds,”
O’Curran said. At the beginning of the
event, each organization briefly shared,
and then students had the opportunity
to talk to organization representatives
in breakout rooms. The event was open
to multiple Tacoma schools, including
Pacific Lutheran University, Tacoma
Community College, University of
Washington Tacoma, and a local high
school.
Later in the week, on April 24 there
was a day of action, with a food drive
and an event where students tended a
garden of native plants. I was unable
to attend but was able to interview my
colleague, Chloe Shankland, who attended. In the woods between Wyatt and
Thompson, they weeded an area, previously planted with native and medicinal
plants, that had become overgrown.
“The task was simple: weed a small
patch of land and replant native plants.
The work was physically demanding
for beginners but simple to learn and
tremendously rewarding when finished,”
Shankland said. She also described it as
being a “total escape” from her anxieties, due to the grounding nature of the
work.
There are truly a multitude of ways to
get involved in helping the planet. The
garden restoration event was an example of a small-scale project focusing on
bringing plants native to the area onto

learn from are only in our presence for an
hour a day, a semester, or a year, it is important to recognize that the ways we treat
people transcend time and spaces, and
remain to exist in our minds as feelings of
doubt, anger, frustration, and pain,” she
said to the group.
In his student statement, Geathers specified the goal of the workshop. “We are
not asking you to go out and teach about
positionality to the people you lead as a
result of this talk, rather we are asking
you to reflect on your own positionality
and the relation you have to it.” The event
offered a space for vulnerability, and
asked participants to take the time to think
deeply about how our individual positionalities affect the way we interact with the
world around us.
“In the emails we sent out as invitations
to you all, as well as on our event posters,
we say how when we as faculty, staff,
and students enter a space, our identities
are not left at the door. That is a reality
we all share.” Cordero said. The group
of students from AFAM 399 thoughtfully
created a space and prepared materials
that furthered understandings of positionality, helping the 35 faculty and staff in
attendance grow as community members.
Cordero later added that she appreciated the willingness of attendees to listen.
“Sometimes it can feel like we are silenced and our voices and feelings are not
always valid. But people showed up for us
who wanted to do the work and who wanted to better understand the community
around them,” she said. It is important that
we are intentional about being the best
community members that we can by reflecting on our positionalities and listening
to those around us who have backgrounds
different from our own.

the Puget Sound
campus.
“There’s no one
right way to get
involved with this,”
O’Curran said. From
gardening to advocacy to art our individual strengths inform
Students participate in the Earth day event services are commitwhere we will be effective, and find
Photo Credit: Sy Bean
ted to doing their part
enjoyment, in the climate fight.
but need help from
Sustainability services at Puget Sound
campus to be most effective. As Walker
is a wonderful place to start. They are on
said, energy from students makes a big
Instagram, at @loggerzlivegreen. These
difference. One step in the right direction
individuals are great resources for stuis the Green Fund, which is administered
dents with ideas for projects surrounding
by ASUPS and provides funding for plans
sustainability. They are not only an outlet
to increase sustainability on campus.
for existing passions, but a resource for
Brewer looks forward to making a
students looking for a way to be involved.
climate action plan for the University and
Their emails follow: Kaylynn O’Curran,
will start next year. The goal will be to
kocurran@pugetsound.edu; Lily Poe,
make a clear pathway to net-zero emislpoe@pugetsound.edu; Lexi Brewer,
sions for The University and make climate
lbrewer@pugetsound.edu; and Lindsay
efforts more trackable. “I’m really looking
Walker, lwalker@pugetsound.edu. One
forward to collaborating with students and
recent project they have undertaken is
faculty, and kind of the broader communioffering composting in residence halls.
ty too, and putting that together,” she said.
Sustainability services did a beta test in
In the face of the climate crisis, we can
the fall of 2021 and hopes to implement it
only find success through collaboration.
more widely soon.
“If there’s something exciting about the
“I think there are lots of parts of sustainclimate crisis,” Walker said, “It’s this big
ability where having a student champion,
problem that we all need to come together
or advocacy, or someone who wants
as a community to solve, and we all have
to kind of get the ball rolling, can do a
different things that we can bring to that.”
lot,” Lindsay Walker, staff member and
We have a lot of work to do, but hope can
program coordinator for the Sound Policy
be found around us in working with others
Institute, said. Those at sustainability
passionate about the climate.

